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For the purpose of this policy, the ‘Head Teacher’ refers to the Executive Head teacher, Head
teacher or Head of School.
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Why do Homework?
For children to learn effectively they need to reinforce and revisit, many times, aspects of work
covered in school, so that they become secure and familiar in their use. In this way homework is
invaluable. It gives the opportunity to practise; to attempt once more things that they have been
covering in class.
Homework is an opportunity for pupils and parents to talk; to share learning and develop interests and
passions
It is an opportunity for parents to see just how their child is progressing in school, giving them time to
help to improve in areas the child may need extra help. If you want your child to do well in school,
they will need support and guidance. Spending half an hour together, every day, quietly reading and
discussing a book is a lovely way to end the day. It also builds a positive reading routine and a love
for stories and books. It shows you the progress your child is making in becoming a fluent and
independent reader; it shows you value reading, the most crucial of all learning tools.
Reading
It is expected that you take an active part reading with your child. Once again we reiterate, building a
positive reading routine is vital in developing a good reading habit. Reading unlocks learning and
without these skills children are disadvantaged in the classroom. Taking time to progress the reading
skills of your child really will allow them to access the curriculum more easily. Let them read to you.
Question them on what has already happened in the story. Discuss what is going on in the story and
how they think it will develop. Talk about what they have enjoyed about the book; or not as the case
may be.
Differentiated Tasks
Homework activities are specifically set to the age and stage of the child. There will be differentiated
work set that we have judged as appropriate for your child. Allowing your child time to attempt the
work independently is vital, however should they find the task difficult some intervention may be
necessary; this does not mean do it for them! Giving them a starting point, making some notes as
ideas, going through the first example with them, may be all they need to progress through the task.
Children should be growing in confidence and resilience.
They should be able to tackle the task themselves; they would be asked to do that in school. Give
them opportunity to develop these skills. Be patient and stick to the plan: you are the adult: you are
doing what is best for your child and their future learning habits. We would rather see work produced
independently by the child than predominantly adult lead work.
Setting up a good routine is vital
If you always leave homework until the last minute the child will always feel rushed and pressured to
do it. If you have a set time to complete homework they begin to see a positive routine where they
have time to complete tasks in a more relaxed way. Allowing them to complete work in a quiet
environment gives clarity of thought and makes the task completed without distractions. Give a set
time to do a task; which increases as the child gets older. Some tasks will take longer than others to
complete, allow your child to continue through the task if motivated and time allows, return to it later if
not. In this way the child can pursue a love of learning if motivated by a task.
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Pre- Learning/Practise/Consolidation
At Ashby Hastings we endeavour to set a variety of tasks for homework. These are set out to be
either: to help with new learning (pre-learning), to help to embed learning that has taken place
(practise) or to test the learning that has happened (consolidation). These reflect the learning that is
taking place within your child’s Year Group. This will be across a variety of subjects including history,
science and geography projects that your child is covering. There may be practical tasks or more
formal learning. There may also be computer based tasks.
There is always a purpose to the task.
It may be to practise skills vital to that year group, it may be to learn about a new country, it may be to
inspire curiosity about an aspect of history. All of it has been carefully thought through by your child’s
class teacher to maximise learning opportunities.
Your child’s Class teacher will set between 3 and 5 pieces of homework each half term. There will be
no set time for these to be given out but you will be informed, through year group newsletters, when
your child has homework and when it is due to be returned. The styles in which the homework is
given may differ between year groups. Year Groups will all follow the same principles but may be
delivered slightly differently.
Here a few examples of tasks that might be set:
Pre-Learning
Find the names of 10

Practise
Complete a page of joining
handwriting.

Consolidation
Explain the water cycle
using Powerpoint

Complete 5 division sums

Draw a picture containing as
many different triangles as
you can remember.

How many skips can you do
in one minute? Can you
beat your score throughout
the week?

Show the inverse of 5 given
addition sums.

insects that fly.
Plan a story about a
soldier preparing for the
day of the battle- Bosworth
Battle Y6
Learn to spell 5 words for
an electricity topic.

These tasks will have a purpose. Completing these tasks will be beneficial to your child’s learning and
progress in school. Most of these tasks will be looked at and shared within lesson time and will
encourage engagement and understanding.
All will be acknowledged; some may be peer marked. There may not always be formal feedback.
Teachers value homework
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It is vital practise of key skills. It is a time when children can consolidate learning and take time to
produce their best work in a more relaxed environment. It aids learning and progress.
Spellings, Phonics and Arithmetic
Alongside these 3-5 half termly homework tasks will be weekly homework of spellings/ phonics/
arithmetic.
These are taught at different ages and stages but it is an expectation that:
· All children know all of their times-tables by the end of Year 4.
· Spellings will be differentiated to the ability of the child and tested each week.
· FS/ KS1 and some KS2 children will need to learn phonics patterns.
These will be sent home from your child’s class teacher each week.
Homework is a vital tool in encouraging children to engage in their own learning outside of the school
environment. Without purpose, for many it becomes a chore which imposes on family life. By limiting
homework tasks to 3/5 per half term and varying the type and reason for the activity, everyone will
see the real purpose to homework: to reinforce understanding.
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